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TABCORP and Gevernment officials
have agreed to clese a controversial betting
loophole, which enabled pun’ters to cancel

- wagers on harness- racing events after-a
‘race has started as of next Monday (April
.4).

The move, champmned by Gaming and Racing

Minister Grant McBride, will prevent some pun-

tersfrom - gaining a perceived unfair advantage

-“over -others. and manipulating betting pools, how-
“ever, industry heavyweights are up in arms with
regardto-the total lack of consultation and the sig-

nificant. downturn the move will have on vital
TAB turnover.

It was reported that bets totaling in the thou-
sands of doHars were being cancelled up to 10-sec- -

onds- after the start of a race, in many cases,
because.a horse has lost 1ts chance at the start of
the evént. e
~ This in turn caused ﬂuctuanons in-harness rac--
ing betting pools. Currently, harness racing is the
only code which allows such a loophole.

The industry, along with TABCorp, will intro-
duce a new system which will give punters the

chance to cancel bets up to 25 seconds after hors-

es have begun to move up in the score up. The 25
second rule’ is being reviewed, however, in the
lead up to Monday’s implementation of the new
rules.

“This new model was agreed on by govern-

" moent and hathess racing officials at a meeting last
~week and is designed to close betting earlier in an

- -attempt ‘0" prevent pool manipulation,” TAB
- Spokesperson, Peter Fletcher said.

-“There have been cases where the existing -

loophole which allows you to cancel bets after the -

start .of ‘a race, has seen the system abused and
caused unusual pool fluctuations:

+“The start of the 25 seconds will be after the
horses score.up, as a group. The triggering of the

'25-seconds® will be in“the-hands of our race day

control centre.”
It is believed that punters will be notified when
the “25 second rule’ is triggered via a clock which

is-visible through the race day monitors. In the

“--case-of:one horse sconng up and the rest of the

field still marshalling, the 25 seconds will not be -

triggered until the ﬁeld has moved up together as -
‘one: -

' “Tne nnplementa‘non of the countdown clock
is*stilln the pipeline and I am unsure 'as to

‘whether SKY will have it-up and running in time
“for Monday s start,” Fletcher said.

“Tf there is a false start declared in-a race and

~ the 25 seconds has expired, betting will be re-

opened, with the process repeating itself until the
successful start of a race.”

The issue of betting ceasing early has given
cause for concern that the harness racing industry

-will lose a tremendous amount of turnover.

Fletcher revealed that the point of potential
foss in revenue was raised at the meeting last week
and added that integrity in the industry would off-
set any losses.

“It was discussed at the meeting and found that
integrity within the industry was potentially more
damaging than the loss which could be experi-
enced through closing betting early,” he said.

“The countdown model is a good model for
allowing people to get their bets on, and canceling
if need be, without damaging the integrity of the
mdustry.

“The new model will be carried out on all TAB
covered harness racing events in NSW, Victoria,
as of

yet, it'is unclear as to where the Uni-TAB con-
- glomerate - (Queensland, South Australia- and
Northern Territory) stand on the matter.”

Queensland HRB Spokesman Damien Raedler

said to his knowledge Uni-TAB would not be intro--

ducing such a dramatic procedure at this time.
*“T am sure that Uni-TAB will have thorough con-
sultation with the industry before venturing into the

- premature closing of betting on mobile start races,”
““Raedler said:

NSW Hamess Racing Club Chief Execunve
John Dumesny stated that he was at a loss to under-
stand the urgent focus on the matter which had been
in open. discussion at the recent AHRC meetings in
Auckland.

-“This is not a new-issue,” he said.

“The general consensus was that the cancellation
of bets during the score-up required addressing,
however, not to the detriment of turnover and not
without further full industry consultation, -

“The headlines and figures which were revealed
in the Telegraph last week were what many
described as an orchestrated beat-up.”

“One instance demonsfrated only a 0.9 per cent
_reduction‘in the overall TAB pool. A total of $8057
was reportedly cancelled in November out of an
overall turnover in excess of many millions.

“Also what the article did not show was the pur-

. pose for the cancellations. These may have been

honest punter errors such as the wrong bet amount

" or even TAB staff errors-nothing sinister about that.

“There was just not enough information to make

-an objective view on the matter.

“This information should have been taken to the
industry, not just a select few.

“This approach will certainly be detrimental to
turnover and may even become farcical as the starter
may be intwo minds as to whether or not to declare
a false start having the weight of a fair start to all
runners.on his determination alone, or; even feel he
should.quicken the start to beat the clock.

" “Suorely, with proper consultation with club offi-
cials, a method could have been artived at that does-
't require a person off course relying on vision

from SKY Channel to operate a stop clock.

“The number of times that vision is not available
is becoming more and more prevalent and one can
easily see a major error being made which will
affect punters who should have been able to place
their bets, let alone the thousands of dollars that will
be lost to the industry with the incorrect premature
cessation of betting.

“] .am sure that the bookmalkers will be takmg

betsupto-when the armsfold in on the starting gate.

K “Evelyone in the industry is concerned about

Integrity issues but it seems that those charged with,

its responsibility may be just Iooking at the easiest

solution to this matter —not the best solution for all. '

They don’t even know how they are going tohandle
the mechanics of the stopclock.”

Harness Racing Victoria Chief, John Anderson,
said he was astounded by the decision to go with the
new model so quickly.

“HRYV is stunned with the knee jerk reaction by
Tabcorp to this minor issue,” he said

“Tt appears to me that only John Coughlan, Peter
Baldwin and one journalist believe it to be a prob-
em.

“The rest of the industry has been waiting for
material evidence to determine whether we have a
problem. None has been forthcoming, howeve, the
industry had resolved to review the issue in more
detail when more evidence had been accumulated.

“Not five days after the industry resolved as
much, we are hit with this sledgehammer.

“Fifty hours per year of wagering, at the most
critical time, has been lost to the Victorian industry.

“Harness racing is being targeted by our partners
at the thoroughbreds, with the introduction of TVN,
and now we have to deal with a significant cut in our
revenue stream by our own joint venture partoer.”

Greyhound and Harness Racing Regulatory
Authority Chief Executive, John Coughlan, support-

J—t

ed the model saying anything that is designed to

improve and protect the integrity of the industry was-

worth trying.

“The issue of bets being canceled after a race has-

been an area of concern for a number-of years,” he
said.

“As a consequence this new model was designed
to hopefully address the issue and ensure the integri-
ty of harness racing would not be tarnished.

“While there are a few finer points that still need
to be cleared up. before its implementation on
Monday, anything that has the integrity of harness
racing as its concern, is worth pursuing.”

The finer points Coughlan was referring to
involve the start of the 25 second clock, along with
the-actual-amount of time allowed to cancel bets. It
may come to surface that the 25 seconds could

. increase or decrease before Monday.

JOHN DUMESNY

While the GHRRA supported the new model;
Harness Racing- NSW Chief Executive Max
Pool-said his organization were totally against
it. ‘

HRNSW -proposed. that a suitable-method of

‘closing the loophole would be-to-simply prohib-

it cancellation-of:bets at the commencement of -
the score up.

‘This proposal was put forward at the recent
AHRC meeting by HRNSW and received gener-
al support as a sound methodical solution.

“We are not in favour of flashing lights,
bells, whistles and-hooters that result in closing
the tote before the start,” Poo] said.

“Our proposed- solution is simple and prag-
matic — we don’t need to throw the baby out
with the bathwater to address this issue which is
being explmied by a mmorlty i
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