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Queensland,

The

Gold Coast,
Australia. Huge, white sandy beaches,
gorgeous women, never-ending nightlife.
7 It is truly one of the best holiday destina-
i-tions anywhere in the world.
Here there are lots of theme parks,

ki

like Movie World, and just out the back
of the Gold Coast is a children’s fantasy
Park, called Tambourine Mountain.
Tambourine, a little place not known
for much else apart from ‘the Mountain’,
is also home to a plain Standardbred

gelding called Blacks A Fake.

And wherever ‘Blackie’ is, it's a fair
bet 29 year-old Natalie Rasmussen won't
be too far away.

You see, this amazingly unlikely duo
has hit the big time at the elite level of




HE’S NO FAKE

harness racing in Australia.

To put it in simple terms, Blacks A Fake and his attractive
trainer and driver, have won almost $1.7 (Aus) million in the
past 12 months.

For Natalie Rasmussen, it has been a dream that only horse
people can understand, yet the tangible proof is there every
day for her to see.

In May last year, precisely one month after Blacks A Fake
won the $1.5 million Inter Dominion Final in Hobart, Natalie
and her partner, prominent trainer-driver Grant Dixon, bought
a 62 acre property at Tambourine. It didn't have much on it
apart from a couple of cottages in need of serious repair, and a
lot of potential.

That Inter Dominion was famous for being the richest
open age harness race run anywhere in the world that year. Yet
it became even more famous for the dynamic duo who cap-
tured the $900,000 first prize cheque.

For as long as anyone in this country can remember,
Queensland has been a battling harness racing state. It simply
did not produce Group 1 horses to contest the Grand Circuit.

But that has changed, due most significantly to the intro-
duction of now super sire, Fake Left, the Little Brown Jug win-
" ner of 1992. Fake Left died two years ago, but his influence in
not only Queensland, but Australia-wide, has been nothing
short of staggering.

In the past two Grand Circuit seasons, Queensland has pro-
duced more top class Grand Circuit horses than any other state,

and almost all of them are either by Fake Left, or out of a Fake
Left mare. Not surprisingly, Blacks A Fake is by Fake Left, but
he's certainly no fake!

Clearly the best pacer in the southern hemisphere, Blacks
A Fake now has the imposing record of 39 starts, 29 wins, and
earnings of $1,897,571.

Like most great stories in the world of sport, they emanate
from humble beginnings, and the Natalie Rasmussen/Blacks A
Fake tale is no different.

Nat’s father, Vic, is a carpenter by trade, and he and Nat's
mother, Cheryl, were both originally from Victoria.

In 1974 they decided to head north to a provincial town
called Townsville, where they settled to raise a family.

Although a builder by trade, Vic Rasmussen always trained
and drove a few pacers, something he enjoyed as a hobby, and
was quite successful.

Some vyears later the family moved to a place called
Rosewood, near Ipswich, just outside metropolitan Brisbane,
where Vic continued his life as a builder and part-time trainer-
driver.

Nat has fond memories of her early years at Rosewood.

“We would always help Mum and Dad with the horses. We
had chores to do, and we were involved in eventing and show-
jumping as kids. And we were right into the mini-trotters, |
loved them,” Rasmussen said.

It wasn't long before the Rasmussen family was again on
the move, this time buying the old Egmont Park Stud property

AT NORTHLANDS PARK

s NORTHLANDS PARK PRESENTS

WESTERN CANADA PACING DERBY
: Neoe. 449 Sl
Guaranteed purse C$175,000 for foals of 2006 to race

as 3-year-old pacers in 2009. To be raced in Edmonton in
2009 under the auspices of Northlands Park.

NORTHLANDS FILLY PACE
Noe. 206
Guaranteed purse of C$175,000 for foals of 2006 to

race as 3-year-old filly pacers in 2009. To be raced in
Edmonton in 2009 under the auspices of Northlands Park.

Nominating fee
Sustaining payment
Supplemental Nomination 2YO

FEE
SCHEDULE:

Complete conditions
available upon

request Sustaining payment

Declaration fee
Late Supplement - 3YO

c$ 10  due on or before May 15, 2007
C$ 100  due on or before March 15, 2008
C$ 500 due March 15, 2008
(to be made eligible for future payments in 2009)
C$ 500 due on or before Feb. 15, 2009
C$ 1,000 due at time of declaration
C$15,000 due at time of entry (including declaration free)

[ Event : Sex: ;
No. Name of Yearling CGF Sire Dam Owner(s)

FUTURE PAYMENTS: Northlands Park, as a Owner or Agent

courtesy, will make every effort to advise nom-

inators of future sustaining payments, but it is Address

the responsibility of the owner of the eligible Dt

Telephone

horse to ensure that future sustaining pay-

Please make check payable to Northlands Park and mail to: Northlands Park, ¢/o Alan Bott,

ments are made whether or not a notice has
Box 1480, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T5J 2N5; phone (780) 471-7275, or fax (780) 471-7173.

been received.
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at Caboolture, just outside Brisbane, and this is where the
Blacks A Fake story starts to take shape.

By this time, Vic was spending less time building and a lot
more time with his horses, as were his daughters Kylie and
Natalie.

Stable client Ron Pointer took Vic to see three yearlings he
had in a paddock. He decided to try them all and a there-way
partnership between Vic, Ron and another stable supporter,
Trevor Titcombe, was formed.

One of these yearlings was an unnamed Fake Left colt,
who was broken-in by Kylie, as “one of hers to do that year. We
all had yearlings to break in and he was one of hers.”

After being broken he was named Blacks A Fake, and
moved into Natalie’s care, where she had nothing but trouble
with him as a young horse.

“He took three preparations to pace properly. He was
always jumping out of his gear and running off the track at
home. We always thought he had ability but he was a rat-
bag, and | remember thinking if we took him off our place
he might turn it around,” Nat recalled.

“We went to the trials at Redcliffe and he absolutely flew.
| said then he was the best horse | had ever driven.”

Blacks A Fake went to the races for the first time at the
Gold Coast on August 3, 2003, winning a two-year-old maiden
in a slick 1:58.7 (they time in tenths), earning $1,977.

The small crowd there that day had no idea they had seen
an emerging superstar. Indeed, Natalie was thrilled the unruly

etice £ geéecéécm. .

In the heart of racing country!

Still your source for
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Natalie Rasmussen became the first female trainer/driver
to win the coveted Inter Dominion when she and Blacks A
Fake took last year's $1.5 million event. They repeated that
victory in the 2007 version and will attempt to become just
the second team to win three Inter-Doms next March.
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‘rat-bag with ability’, had simply behaved himself.

He had just four starts as a two-year-old, winning three of
them, but it was as a three-year-old he came back a serious
racehorse.

From eight starts he won seven, the last of those a stun-
ning win over a horse called Slipnslide in the Queensland
Triad Final (Sires Stakes), but there was to be a dark side to
that then career highlight.

While Slipnslide went on for the next 18 months establish-
ing himself as one of the best and richest four and five-year-
olds in Australia, Blacks A Fake kept himself occupied in a
lonely paddock, recovering from the start of a curb in a hock.

"He wasn’t lame but he started to get a curb and we left
him out for a full 12 months. It was hard at the time, but now
looking back it has probably been the best thing we ever did,”
Nat noted.

He won that Sires Final on May 15, 2004, yet didn't race
again until October 28, 2005. When he did come back, a star
was quickly born.

He won his first six starts, some in fast time, and Rasmussen
was quickly on the road to Melbourne to find out just how
good ‘Blackie’ was.

Just out of metropolitan-maiden class and having not
seen a Grand Circuit horse, Blacks A Fake was entered for the
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Tasmanian Inter Dominion the follow-
ing March/April, “because everyone
who has a horse that can run at all
enters for the Inter Dominion,”
Rasmussen explained.

So, Blacks A Fake hits Melbourne
having won 16 of 18 starts, but in a
strong race gets beaten at his first start
there after racing wide.

In fact, he is defeated in his first
three starts in Melbourne, but his fourth,
on A.G. Hunter Cup Day (the biggest day
of the year) in a $25,000 Free For All,
Blacks A Fake sits parked and dominates
a very good field.

“That was a defining day because it
was only a matter of weeks before the
Inter Dominion was due to start and he
really put it together that day. We
decided to go to Tasmania after Hunter
Cup day, and went with some confi-
dence he’d be a pretty serious player,”
Nat said.

What happened down in Hobart
during that two week series saw this
gelded son of Fake Left stamp himself
the best horse in the land, against the

best the southern hemisphere could
gather.

Even Brett Pelling, who imported
two US horses, Cams Fool and Articulator
for the series, couldn’t get close to
‘Blackie’.

On Final night, April 2, 2006, with
$1.5 million on the line, Natalie
Rasmussen became the only female to
train and/or drive an Inter Dominion

winner.
Blacks A Fake started as the
favourite that night and earned

$900,000 for Vic and Cheryl Rasmussen,
Trevor Titcombe, and Catherine Pointer
(Ron now deceased), and rewrote har-
ness racing’s record books.

It propelled a previously unknown
young blond woman into the head-
lines, and had once again stamped Fake
Left as a breed-changing influence in
this country.

The five-year-old went straight to
the paddock, his connections excited
about the following season’s Grand
Circuit with the horse the whole industry
now called ‘Blackie’.

He returned in mid-July, won a
$30,000 feature at Albion Park, then two
starts later the $75,000 Winter Cup,
before contracting a virus which stopped
the campaign.

"It was tough for him and for us
with the Grand Circuit races coming up
and we couldn’t work him. We just had
to wait until the virus was gone.”

Queensland’s pin-up pacer missed
several interstate features, but made it
to Sydney for the Miracle Mile carnival.
There were still question marks about his
fitness level, and indeed, his form.

The now six-year-old came from last
to finish second to fellow Queenslander,
Be Good Johnny (by Fake Left) in the
$600,000 Miracle Mile, before a week
later leading throughout in the $100,000
Treuer Memorial at Bankstown, outside
Sydney.

‘Blackie’ was back and he headed to
Melbourne for the $300,000 Victoria
Cup, the premier mobile event for open
pacers there.

Again he led from the gate and
again he won, adding another $210,000

o
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to his rapidly growing bank balance.

All the while, Natalie and Grant
were making significant improvements
to their property at Tambourine which
was rapidly becoming “the place that
‘Blackie’ built.”

Despite the fact that this year's Inter
Dominion series was being run across
Victoria and South Australia, Rasmussen
decided, virtually at the last minute, that
she would start Blacks A Fake.

He was beaten into fifth place on
the opening night at Moonee Valley, in
Melbourne, from a back-line draw,
then finished second to Be Good
Johnny in his second heat (mile-rating
1:54.9 for the 1,800 metres) on the
half-mile track.

After that they didn’t see him as he
destroyed his rivals in the third heat,
then in the $500,000 Inter Dominion
Final, after drawing inside the second-
fow, Blacks A Fake gave them all a com-
prehensive beating.

Rasmussen sent him around the field
to park outside the leader with a mile to

Newly renovated dining room and new menv.
Ladies Nights = Thursdays = May 3rd to June 7th and Sept./Oct.

go, and he simply out-stayed the best
pacers from across Australia and New
Zealand.

For Natalie, the Adelaide win was
far more significant than the first in
Hobart.

“The first one was better for the
pocket, but the second one gave me far
greater satisfaction. He had to come
around them all and do it hard and
tough. He had to prove he was the best
horse to win.”

The Inter Dominion has been con-
ducted since 1936. In that time only one
horse has won three Finals — Our Sir
Vancelot — winning in 1997, 1998 and
1999.

He was trained and driven by “Mr.
Inter Dominion,” the great horseman
Brian Hancock, a man who has either
trained or driven six Inter Dominion
winners.

For Rasmussen, this piece of history
is something she will concentrate this
entire coming 12 months to achieve - a
three-peat of the Inter Dominion.

It could be a season where a never-
ending array of records will be broken,
not the least of those becoming
Australia’s highest stakes earner. That
mantle is currently held by Shakamaker
at $2,229,634.

“It would be lovely to win three in a
row. The history of this great race means
so much and to think we could be part of
it. It's just something else, a little surre-
al,” Rasmussen mused.

The day of this interview was the
same day Nat pulled ‘Blackie’ out of his
paddock and back into work.

“It's been seven weeks now. He's just
huge so his holiday is over. Our plan will
be the Grand Circuit races here in
October, Sydney (Miracle Mile) in
November, Melbourne (Victoria Cup) in
December, then the Inter Dominion
(Melbourne) in March. That’s the one |
really want.

“I'll just be happy to get there.

“Whatever happens he’ll be a
chance come the Inter — he’s a darn good

horse!”

OPENING MAY 3
Live Racing Thursdays & Saturdays

May 3 - October 27

Post Time 7:00 p.m.

May 17 & 24 — Clearwater Cup

Aug. 11 — 0SS Grassroots 3-year-old colt trot
Aug. 30 — Trillivm 3-year-old filly trot
s Sept. 8 — 0SS Grassroots 2-year-old colt pace
Sept. 20 — 0SS Grassroots 2-year-old filly trot
Oct. 4 — 0SS Grassroots 3-year-old filly pace
Oct. 18 & 25 — 0SS Gold 2-year-old filly pace

Hiawatha Horse Park
1730 London Road, Sarnia, Ontario

Track: (519) 542-5543 © Race Office: 519-542-1697
www.hiawathahorsepark.com




